problems demanding the best abilities that India can bring to
bear on them. India cannot be expected to tackle these problems
in isolation from the rest of the world, or without the aid that
Britain can give and the services of an experienced administra-
tion. But it is work in which leaders of all parties can co-operate
with the certainty that they are helping the country towards the
goal of freedom.
I regret that I must view the present policy of the Congress
. party as hindering and not forwarding Indian progress to self-
government and development. During a war in which the suc-
cess of the United Nations against the Axis powers is vital both
to India and to the world, as you yourself have recognized, the
Working Committee of Congress declined to co-operate, ordered
Congress ministries to resign, and decided to take no part in
the administration of the country or in the war effort which
India was making to assist the United Nations. At the greatest
crisis of all for India, at a time when Japanese invasion was
possible, the Congress party decided to pass a resolution calling
on the British to leave India, which could not fail to have the
most serious effect on our' ability to defend the frontiers of
India against the Japanese. I am quite clear that India's pro-
blems cannot be solved by an immediate and complete with-
drawal of the British.
I do not accuse you or the Congress party of any wish deli-
berately to aid the Japanese, But you are too intelligent a man,
Mr. Gandhi, not to have realized that the effect of your resolu-
tion must be to hamper the prosecution of the war; and it is clear
to me that you had lost confidence in our ability to defend India,
and were prepared to take advantage of our supposed military
straits to gain political advantage. I do not see how those respon-
sible for the safety of India could have acted otherwise than
they did and could have failed to arrest those who sponsored
the resolution. As to general Congress responsibility for the
disturbances which followed, I was, as you know, Commander-
in-Chief at the time; my vital lines of communication to the
Burma frontier were cut by Congress supporters, in the name
of the Congress, often using the Congress flag. I cannot there-
fore hold Congress guiltless of what occurred; and I cannot
believe that you, with all your acumen and experience, can have
been unaware of what was likely to follow from your policy. I
do not believe that the Congress party's action in this matter
represented the real feeling of India, nor that the Congress atti-
tude of non-co-operation represents the opinion of anything
like a majority of India.
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